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Important Message to Drivers
There are two million drivers who currently retain an Iowa driver’s license. It’s important 
to remember that driving is an important privilege that carries with it an enormous 
responsibility.
   Careful, considerate drivers, an increased emphasis on safety, and stiff penalties against 
drunk drivers help ensure a reduction in the number of traffic deaths. All drivers must do 
their part to avoid traffic accidents.
   This driver’s manual provides valuable information to help you become a safe and 
responsible driver. You’ll learn how to avoid motor vehicle accidents and related injuries. 
It teaches you to be aware of your surroundings, how to drive defensively, and anticipate and 
react to dangerous situations on the roadway.
   Obeying the law is the first step toward being a safe driver. This manual also provides 
information on how to navigate hazardous driving conditions. Study the information provided 
in this manual and you’ll be on your way to being a responsible driver. It is our desire that 
your driving experience be enjoyable, but above all, safe.
This manual will provide you the information needed for a general understanding of 
the principles of safe and lawful operation of a motor vehicle. However, it is NOT intended 
to serve as a precise statement of Iowa statutes concerning the operation of a motor 
vehicle and should not be considered as such.
For further information, check the Code of Iowa, Chapters 321 through 321J, and the 
Iowa Department of Transportation rules contained in the Iowa Administrative Code.
New Residents
If you just moved into Iowa, you will be considered an Iowa resident for the purposes of 
driver’s licensing and vehicle registration if any one of the following apply:
 1. You have registered to vote in this state;
 2. You have enrolled your children in public school;
 3. You have accepted a permanent job in the state; or
 4. You have resided continuously in Iowa for 30 days.
If you have a valid out-of-state license, follow these steps to receive your Iowa license.
 1. Go to a driver’s license station.
 2. Provide necessary documentation (see pages 6 and 7).
 3. Take required tests and turn in your out-of-state license to DOT. If your out-of-state license 
is valid, you may not have to take a knowledge or road test.
 4. Meet Iowa title, registration and use tax requirements on your vehicle (see page 21). 
Be sure to read this manual carefully. Not only will it provide the information to pass the driver 
examination, but it will also broaden your knowledge of safe driving practices.
Chester J. Culver
Governor of Iowa
Driver’s License  
Permanent Examining and Records Stations
For specific hours of operation, call the driver’s license station
or the Motor vehicle Information Center at 800-532-2.
Ames 3708 Lincoln Way 
515-296-2393	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Ankeny                 630 S.E. Convenience Blvd.
515-244-1052	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Burlington Fairway Shopping Center, 2700 Mount Pleasant St.
319-754-8767	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Carroll 50 Carroll St., Suite 
712-792-5269	 Open: Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
	 	
Cedar Rapids 52 Collins Road N.E. 
319-377-6461 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Clinton 36 S. 2nd St.
563-243-7144	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Council Bluffs Mall of the Bluffs, 75 Madison Ave., Suite 330	
712-323-1219 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Davenport Kimberly West Shopping Center, 262 W. Kimberly Road	
563-386-1050 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Des Moines          2339 Euclid Avenue
515-244-1052	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Dubuque Asbury Square Shopping Center, 2255 JFK Road 
563-583-9844 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Fort Dodge 233 First Avenue South
515-573-5141	 Open: 	 Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Iowa City Eastdale Mall, 700 W. First Ave.	
319-338-5294 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Marshalltown Marshalltown Plaza Mall, 2500 S. Center Street
641-752-5668	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Mason City Southport Shopping Center, 622 S. Federal Avenue
641-423-8391	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Muscatine 903 Park Ave.
563-263-5414	 Open: Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Ottumwa 2830 North Court Road
641-682-4855	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Sioux City 3005 Hamilton Blvd. 
712-255-5539 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
Spencer Gateway North Shopping Center, East 8th and Grand Ave.
712-262-6278	 Open:	Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
	 	
Waterloo 03 Crossroads Center
319-235-0902 Open: Tuesday,	Wednesday,	Thursday,	Friday,	Saturday.
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5. The Driver’s License

























































	 •	 Night vision	-	Many	people	who	can	see	clearly	in	
the	daytime	have	trouble	seeing	at	night.	All	people	
have	more	trouble	seeing	at	night	than	in	the	daytime,	
but	 some	drivers	 have	 problems	with	 glare	while	

















































*Not eligible for licensing means suspension of your driving privileges 
as specified in Section 321.210(1c) of the Iowa Code, or denial of 









The	driving	 test	 shows	how	well	 you	 can	 control	 your	




















driving	ability.	After	 the	 test,	 the	examiner	will	 explain	 the	
results.	If	you	did	not	pass	the	test,	the	examiner	will	explain	
when	and	how	you	may	take	the	test	again.
















All persons must provide one item from the primary 
list and one item from the secondary list shown below, 
unless they have an Iowa-issued DL or ID in their pos-












		 3.	 Original	 or	 certified	 copy	 of	U.S.	 or	Canadian	 birth	
certificate	that	has	a	raised	seal	and	is	government-
issued.	A	hospital	birth	certificate	is	not	acceptable.





























































what	 is	acceptable	proof	of	 identity.	 If	you	have	questions	
concerning	this	requirement,	please	contact	your	local	ex-
amining	personnel	for	more	information.






















	 •	 Documentation	 showing	a	 filing	 for	 homestead	or	
military	tax	exemption	on	property	in	Iowa.
	 •	 Other	 items	will	 be	 reviewed	by	 licensing	person-
nel.	
Types Of Driver’s Licenses
Graduated Driver’s License















parent/guardian,	 family	member	 over	 21,	 driver	
















stance	 abuse	 education,	minimum	of	 20	minutes	


























































































	 •	 Endorsement :	 tractor-trailer	 combinations	 if	 a	
CDL	farm	exemption	applies.




	 •	 Endorsement 3:	 passenger	 vehicles	which	 carry	
less	than	16	passengers,	such	as	taxis.
To	get	a	chauffeur’s	license	you	must	be	at	least	18	years	






















































A	motorcycle	 instruction	 permit	will	 be	 issued	 for	 one	
four-year	term	with	no	renewal	permitted.




























Commercial Instruction Permit - Restriction 3




































present	 a	 parental	 consent	 form,	 along	with	 proof	 of	 age	








Minor’s Restricted License - Restriction 6
A	“Minor’s	Restricted	License”	(valid	only	for	travel	to	
and	from	work,	or	to	transport	dependents	to	and	from	





















Minor’s School License - Restriction 7
This lets you drive back and forth to school and 
school activities between 6 a.m. and 0 p.m. You must 
use the most direct and accessible route between your 
home and school.	
To	get	a	school	license	you	must	have	successfully	com-
pleted	an	 Iowa-approved	driver	 education	 course	 (unless	
you	show	a	hardship		exists)	and	live	one	mile	or	more	from	
school.	One	of	your	parents	must	sign	a	consent	form,	and	
your	 school	 superintendent	 or	 chairperson	 of	 the	 school	
board	must	furnish	a	statement	of	need	on	a	form	provided	
by	 the	DOT.	This	 form	 is	 available	 from	any	 Iowa	driver’s	
license	station.











Commercial Driver’s License (CDL)
Class A	 	For	a	combination	vehicle	with	a	gross	com-
bination	weight	rating	of	26,001	or	more	pounds	where	the	

















Summary Chart Of License Types
License Class Minimum Age Expiration Date Tests Required Cost
A		 (Commercial)	 18	 2-	or	5-year	on	 See	CDL	Manual	 $16*
	 	 	 birthdate	 	 $40*
B	 	(Commercial)	 18	 2-	or	5-year	on	 See	CDL	Manual	 $16*
	 	 	 birthdate	 	 $40*
C	 (Commercial)	 18	 2-	or	5-year	on	 See	CDL	Manual	 $16*
	 	 	 birthdate	 	 $40*
C	 	(Non-commercial	-	 16	 2-	or	5-year	on	 Knowledge	 $	8
	 Operator)					 	 birthdate	 Vision	 $20
	 	 	 	 Driving
D		 (Non-commercial	-	 18	 2-	or	5-year	on	 Knowledge	 $16
	 Chauffeur)	 	 birthdate	 Vision	 $40
	 	 	 	 Driving
M		 (Motorcycle	License	 16	 2-	or	5-year	on	 Knowledge	 $10
	 only	-	new	issuance)	 	 birthdate	 Vision	 $25
	 	 	 	 Driving
Restriction	1	 14	 Same	as	current	 Knowledge	 $	1	&
	 (Motorcycle	Instruction	 	 license	 Vision	 $	2	per	yr
	 Permit	-	must	be	added	to
	 an	existing	license)
C		 Restriction	1	 14	 4	years	on	birthdate	 Knowledge	 $	8
	 (Motorcycle	Permit	only	-	 	 	 Vision	
	 new	issuance)
C		 Restriction	2	 14	 4	years	on	birthdate	 Knowledge	 $	6
	 (Instruction	Permit)	 	 	 Vision
C		 Restriction	3	 18	 6	months	 Knowledge	 $12
	 (Commercial	Instruction	 	 	 Vision
	 Permit	-	must	be	added	to
	 an	existing	license)
C	 Restriction	4	 18	 2	years	on	birthdate	 Knowledge	 $12
	 (Chauffeur’s	Instruction	 	 	 Vision
	 Permit)
C	 Restriction	5	 14	 2	years	on	birthdate	 Knowledge	 $	8
	 (Moped/Motorized		 	 	 Vision	
	 Bicycle	License)
C	 Restriction	6	 16	 2	years	on	birthdate	 Knowledge	 $	8
	 (Minor’s	Restricted	 	 	 Vision
	 License)	 	 	 Driving
C	 Restriction	7	 14	 2	years	on	birthdate	 Knowledge	 $	8	
	 (Minor’s	School	 	 	 Vision
	 License)	 	 	 Driving
* There are additional  fees for the commercial endorsements.
Persons under the age of 18, and age 70 or older may be issued a two-year license only. All others will be issued a five-year license.
2
Restricted Commercial Driver’s License 
The	 restricted	CDL	 allows	 suppliers	 or	 applicators	 of	





































































































































Driver’s Privacy Protection Act



















Review Questions (Section ) 
 T/F
______	 1.	 Your	 vision	will	 be	 checked	 any	 time	 you	 ap-






















______	 8.	 The	 only	 requirement	 to	 drive	 a	motorized	 bi-
cycle	 (moped)	 is	 to	 legally	 register	 the	moped.	 	
True/False 
______	 9.	 If	 you	 are	 between	 16	 and	 18,	 you	must	 suc-
cessfully	 complete	 an	 approved	 motorcycle	
education	course	to	operate	a	motorcycle	alone.		
True/False
______	10.	 Military	 personnel	 have	 one	 year	 to	 renew	 an	




______	12.	 You	 should	 always	 carry	 your	 permit	 or	 li-
cense	with	you	when	operating	a	motor	vehicle.	 	
True/False
______	13.	 If	your	 license	 is	 lost	or	destroyed,	you	may	get	
a	duplicate,	but	must	show	proof	of	your	age	and	
identity	again.	True/False
______	14.	 Your	 instruction	 permit	 gives	 you	 the	 right	 to	






















and	disqualification	 (commercial	 license	only	 -	see	 Iowa’s	
CDL	Manual).








































contributing	 to	 a	 fatality,	 or	 an	arresting	officer	 or	









Minor’s Restricted License and 
Minor’s School License
The	DOT	can	 suspend	 your	minor’s	 restricted	 license	































			 •	 conviction	of	 an	 Iowa	 resident	 in	 a	 court	 in	 Iowa,	
or	in	another	state	or	federal	court,	of	certain	drug-	
related	offenses;	or









































for	one	year.	IF YOU ARE CAUGHT DRIVING AFTER BE-
ING BARRED AS A HABITUAL OFFENDER, YOU CAN BE 














To	 get	 your	 driving	







ate	 fees.	 If	 your	driving	
privilege	 is	 taken	away,	
you	may	 have	 to	 show	
future	proof	of	financial	
responsibility.	(See	page	18.)











Iowa also has an Implied Consent Law. Under this 
law, any peace officer can ask you to submit to a breath 
test, urine test or blood test if the officer feels you may 
be driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs. This 
applies to both resident and non-resident drivers.
If you take the test and fail, or refuse to take the test, 





















































Civil Penalty (Victim Reparation)










































































paid	 for	 all	 damages	or	 injuries,	 or	 that	 the	other	
parties	have	paid	you	for	your	damages	or	injuries.
8
Failure to Meet Requirements
If	you	do	not	use	one	of	the	above	methods	to	meet	the	
requirements,	your	license	can	be	suspended	for	one	year	
from	the	date	of	the	accident.	These requirements apply 




























			 •	 File	 a	 surety	 bond,	 cash	 or	 securities	 equal	 to	
$55,000.





















your	 driving	and	 registration	privileges	will	 be	 suspended	
again.	When	 your	 future	 proof	 requirements	 end,	 you	will	




Any	 vehicles	 owned	by	 state,	 federal	 or	 local	 govern-
ments	or	political	subdivisions	are	exempt	from	the	financial	
responsibility	requirements.	Motor	carriers,	truck	operators	
and	 liquid	 transport	 carriers	 regulated	by	 the	 Iowa	DOT’s	
Office	of	Motor	Carrier	Services	and	 interstate	commerce	
carriers	are	also	exempt.












































obtain	 a	work	permit	 until	minimum	periods	of	 ineligibility	
have	passed.	Depending	on	your	prior	record,	the	minimum	
periods	of	ineligibility	vary	from	30	days	to	one	year.
Review Questions (Section 2)  
 T/F
______	 1.	 If	you	do	not	file	an	accident	report	with	the	Office	





















centration	 of	 .02,	 your	 driving	 privileges	will	 be	
revoked. True/False
















































Buying or Transferring 
a Used Vehicle































of	 the	 fair	market	 value	of	 the	motor	 vehicle	before	 it	 be-
came	 damaged.	The	 amount	 of	 damage	 shall	 be	 based	




































Transfers of operation by law	 include	 the	 following:	
Inheritance,	devise	or	bequest,	dissolution	decree,	order	in	




You (the buyer) and the seller 
must complete the back of seller’s title.
You	then	take	the	signed	title	and	odometer	statement	






















































































Lost or Damaged 




apply	 to	 the	county	 treasurer’s	office	where	 the	vehicle	 is	
registered.	You	will	receive	a	duplicate	copy	of	the	original.	



























plates	 in	 to	 the	 county	 treasurer	 before	 your	 registration	
year	expires.	You	will	not	have	to	pay	yearly	registration	fees	
when	the	vehicle	is	stored	for	longer	than	a	year.	When	you	
want	 to	use	 it	again	you	will	only	have	 to	pay	 the	current	
year’s	fees.






























































































































	 •	 Clear	snow,	ice	or	frost	from	all windows.	Clean	the	
front,	side	and	back	windows	before	you	drive.
	 •	 Do	not	hang	 things	 from	your	mirror	while	driving	
your	vehicle	or	clutter	up	the	windshield	with	decals.	
They	could	block	your	view.
	 •	 Keep	 the	 headlights,	 backup,	 brake	 and	 taillights	





















































































Seat Belts and Child Restraints
All	passenger	cars	and	pickup	
trucks	manufactured	since	1966	are	
required	 to	 have	 seat	 belts.	They	
offer	 the	 best	 chance	 of	 survival	
and	reduced	injuries	if	you	are	in	an	
accident.	If	you	ride	in	the	front	seat,	









optimum	 safety,	 it	 is	 recommended	 that	 children	














	 •	 The	driver	or	passenger	 is	unable	 to	wear	a	seat	
belt	or	safety	harness	for	medical	reasons.	A	person	



























“Seat belts can trap you inside a car.”  





“Seat belts are good on long trips, but I do not need 





“Some people are thrown clear in an accident and 
walk away with hardly a scratch.”
Your	chances	of	not	being	killed	in	an	accident	are	much	
better	if	you	stay	inside	the	car.	Seat	belts	can	keep	you	from	
being	 thrown	out	 of	 your	 vehicle	 into	 the	path	 of	 another	
one.
“If I get hit from the side, I am better off being thrown 











1. A child under one year of age and weighing less than 20 
pounds must be secured in a rear-facing child restraint 
system.
2. A child under six years of age who does not meet the 
description in #1 must be secured by a child restraint 
system.
3. A child at least six years of age but under eleven years of 
age shall be secured by a child restraint system or a safety 
belt or safety harness.
































































vehicle	while	 braking	without	 skidding.	This	 is	 very	
helpful	if	you	must	turn	and	stop	or	slow	down.
Without ABS - 























		 	•	if	 a	 front	 tire	blows,	 the	emergency	may	be	more	
serious.	A	front	tire	blowout	will	jerk	the	car	violently	
towards	the	side	of	the	car	with	the	flat.	Be	careful	































Review Questions (Section 3) 
 T/F
______		 1.	 If	you	sell	your	car,	you	must	 remove	 the	plates	
after	 you	 deliver	 the	 vehicle	 to	 the	 purchaser.	 	
True/False
______	 2.	 If	you	buy	a	new	car,	you	may	put	your	old	plates	
on	 it	 if	you	send	all	 fees	 to	 the	county	 treasurer	
within	seven	days.	True/False





______	 5.	 Your	county	 treasurer	may	help	you	 in	obtaining	
personalized	plates.	True/False
______	 6.	 You	have	30	days	after	 you	move	 to	notify	 your	











______	10.	 Motorcycles	 and	mopeds	 need	 two	 separate	
brakes.	True/False












4. Traffic Signs and









Traffic	 controls	 include	 traffic	 signals,	 traffic	 signs	 and	


































































Railroad	 crossing.	A	 number	 sign	
under	 the	 crossbucks	 shows	how	
many	sets	of	train	tracks	you	must	
cross.
Circle 	 	 	 	
Railroad	 crossing	 ahead.	These	







 Intersection/Crossroad  Merge Left Gradual Right Curve  
	 There	is	another	road		 Two	lanes	of	traffic	 Road	ahead	curves
	 ahead	which	crosses	the	 will	soon	become	one	 gradually	to	the	right.
	 road	you	are	on.	Watch		 lane	of	traffic.	Right	 Be	prepared	for	the
	 carefully	for	cross		 lane	traffic	must	yield	 change	in	direction.	 	
	 traffic	in	your	path.	 when	merging.
 Signal Ahead  Farm Machinery 	 Slippery When Wet 
	 These	signs	are	used	 Farm	equipment	may	be	 Road	ahead	becomes
	 on	roads	with	higher	 crossing	the	road.	Be	 slippery	in	wet	weather.
	 speeds.	Be	ready	for	 ready	to	slow	down	for	 Slow	down	under	these
	 an	intersection	and	a	 slow	moving	equipment.	 conditions.	
	 stop	light.
 Merging Traffic  Pedestrian Crossing 	 Chevron Sign 
	 If	you	are	on	the	main	 Watch	out	for	people	 Used	in	addition	to	the
	 road	and	see	this	sign,	 who	might	walk	or	run	 curve	signs	when	there	is
	 be	prepared	for	other	 in	front	of	you.	 a	need	to	draw	added
	 cars	and	trucks	blending	 	 attention	to	a	change	in	 	
	 into	your	lane.	 	 the	road’s	direction.	
	
 Two-Way Traffic  Deer Crossing 	 Ramp Speed 
	 Keep	to	the	right		 There	may	be	deer	trying	 The	recommended	speed




 Divided Highway Begins  Hill 	 Advance School Crossing 
	 You	are	getting	close	to	 This	sign	is	a	warning	to	 You	are	nearing	a	school
	 the	place	where	two-way	 all	vehicles	that	the	road	 area	with	a	crossing.
	 traffic	will	be	divided	 ahead	goes	down	a	hill.	 Watch	for	children	and	the
	 by	a	center	strip.	 You	should	check	your	 marked	School	Crossing.
	 	 brakes	before	going		 The	color	of	this	sign	may			 	
	 	 down	the	hill.	 be	florescent	yellow/green.
	 	 	 	 	
 Divided Highway Ends  T-Intersection Ahead School Crossing 
	 Two-way	traffic	will	no	 The	road	you	are	on	does	 Watch	out	for	children.
	 longer	be	divided	by	a	 not	go	straight	ahead.	 Reduce	speed.	Obey	
	 center	strip.	Watch	out	 Prepare	to	turn	right	or	 crossing	guard	signals.
	 for	oncoming	cars.	 left.	 Look	out	for	children	
	 	 	 playing.	The	color	of	this		 	
	 	 	 sign	may	also	be	fluorescent	

















These	 signs	 indicate	 the	maximum	or	























seen	 hazards	 such	 as	 intersections,	 driveways	 and	
other	places	a	vehicle	may	enter	the	roadway.	They	indicate	





















You	made	 a	wrong	 turn	 and	 have	
entered	a	lane	of	oncoming	traffic.	Get	











at	exit	 ramps,	 in	 crossovers	on	divided	
roadways,	and	at	numerous	locations	on	
one-way	streets.










These	 signs	 are	 square	








These	 signs	 are	 square	 or	 rectangular	
shaped,	 and	 are	 blue	with	white	 letters	 or	
symbols.	They	show	 the	 location	of	various	



















Do	not	 enter	 the	 intersection	
if	 you	 can	 stop	 safely.	 If you 
cannot stop safely, proceed 
through the intersection with 
caution.
A	 yellow	 light	 warns	 pedes-
trians	there	is	not	enough	time	










You	must	 give	 them	 the	 right-of-way	while	 they	 clear	 the	
intersection.
Yellow Arrow
Do	not	enter	the	intersection	if	you	can	stop	safely.	 If you 
































If	 there	 is	more	 than	one	 track,	 be	 careful	
to	watch	 for	 trains	 from	either	 the	same	or	
opposite	direction.






Railroad gates and warning lights are 
to alert you that a train is in the area. You 





All	 school	 buses	 and	 vehicles	 carrying	
passengers	for	hire,	and	all	vehicles	required	
to	 be	 placarded	 for	 hazardous	materials,	





























































markers	 are	 the	most	 com-
monly	 used	 devices	 to	 alert	
drivers	 of	 unusual	 or	 poten-
tially	 dangerous	 conditions	
in	 highway	 and	 street	 work	
areas,	 and	 to	 guide	 drivers	
safely	through	the	work	zone.	
Flashing	 lights	 are	 used	 to	
alert	motorists	of	a	hazard.
Pavement Markings 


















Crosswalks, Stop Lines and 
Directional Arrow Markings
When	 required	 to	 stop	
because	of	a	sign	or	signal,	
you	must	stop	before	your	




are	 to	 cross	 the	 roadway.	
You	must	yield	to	pedestri-
ans	 in	or	about	 to	enter	a	








Some	 travel	 lanes	are	designed	 to	
carry	 traffic	 in	one	direction	at	 certain	
times	and	 in	 the	opposite	 direction	at	


















 Tube Drum Barricade
34
Shared Center Lane















breakdown,	 letting	 out	 a	 passenger).	Keep	moving	
until	you	can	safely	pull	off	the	road.























for	 special	 vehicles.	Reserved	 lanes	are	marked	by	signs	
stating	that	the	lane	is	reserved	for	special	use,	and	often	
have	a	white	diamond	posted	at	the	side	of	the	road	and/or	
painted	on	the	road	surface.	Do	not	 travel	 in	one	of	 these	
lanes	unless	operating	that	type	of	vehicle.
When to Yield the Right-of-Way



































(Left) This sign means the lane is for bus 
and car pool use only.
(Right) This sign means the lane is re-
served for bicyclists.
High Occupancy Vehicles (HOV) lanes are 
reserved for car pools and vehicles with more 
than one person in them. Signs say how many 
people must be in the vehicle as well as the 
days and hours to which it applies. For ex-
ample, “HOV 4” means there must be at least 

























hicle	 using	 a	 si-
ren	 or	 air	 horn,	
and	a	red	or	blue	
flashing	light.	Pull	


















you	 must	 stop	 and	
take	whatever	 action	










Car in intersection Car on right















If the red lights are flashing or if the stop arm is out, you must 
come to a complete stop at least 15 feet from the bus and remain 



































the	right	 front	 tire	hits	 the	curb.	 If	you	are	parking	
uphill	and	 there	 is	no	curb,	 turn	your	 front	wheels	
toward	the	side	of	the	road.	That	way,	the	vehicle	will	
roll	away	from	traffic	if	it	moves.
Down hill Up hill with curb Up hill without curb
(with or without curb)























the	 rear	 bumper	 of	
your	 vehicle	 even	








wheel	 to	 the	 right,	
back	 slowly	 aiming	
the	back	of	your	car	
towards	 the	 front	 of	
the	car	behind	you.
	
	 •	 As	 the	 front	 of	 your	
car	 clears	 the	 back	
of	 the	car	 in	 front	of	
you,	turn	your	wheels	
sharply	 to	 the	 left	
and	continue	backing	
slowly	until	 the	back	
of	 your	 car	 almost	
touches	 the	 car	 be-
hind	you.






from	 the	 curb.	 Put	
the	 transmission	 in	
park	 if	 your	 car	 has	
an	 automatic	 trans-
































Review Questions (Section 4) 









______	 5.	 School	crossing	signs	are	 triangular	and	yellow/
green	in	color.	True/False
______	 6.	 Advance	warning	signs	at	 railroad	crossings	 tell	
you	to	be	prepared	to	stop	if	a	train	is	approaching.	
True/False
______	 7.	 It	 is	 against	 the	 law	 for	 one	 vehicle	 to	 pass	
another	within	 100	 feet	 of	 a	 railroad	 crossing.	 	
True/False
______	 8.	 The	 sign	 below	 the	 railroad	 crossbuck	 will	
indicate	 the	 number	 of	 sets	 of	 tracks	 ahead.	 	
True/False
______	 9.	 A	driver	who	has	stopped	at	a	 railroad	crossing	
may	go	around	the	crossing	gates	if	no	train	is	in	
sight.	True/False




______	12.	 The	 chevron	 alignment	 sign	 is	 used	 to	 draw	
more	attention	 to	 changes	 in	 a	 road’s	 direction.	 	
True/False
______	13.	 Orange	signs	warn	motorists	 there	 is	 road	work	
ahead.	True/False
______	14.	 Red	and	white	signs	indicate	“stop”	only.   
True/False           
______	15.	 Public	parks	and	recreational	areas	are	identified	
by	blue	signs.	True/False
______	16.	 Broken	 white	 lines	 separate	 traffic	moving	 in	
the	 same	 direction,	 while	 broken	 yellow	 lines	
separate	 traffic	moving	 in	 opposite	 directions.	 	
True/False
















































































hands	 should	 be	 placed	
on	 opposite	 sides	 of	 the	
steering	wheel	(see	 illus-
tration)	 in	 a	 comfortable	
position.
Look	 well	 down	 the	
road,	not	 just	at	 the	road	































































You	may	also	make	a	 left	 turn	at	a	 red	 light	 if	you	are	
turning	from	the	left	lane	of	a	one-way	street	onto	another	
one-way	street.
At	 some	 stop	 lights,	 turns	 are	 allowed	 only	 on	 green	
arrows.
Left Turn
Check traffic in your mirrors 
and use your turn signals. 
Move into the lane closest 
to the center line. When you 
are turning left onto a two-
way street, start your turn 
just before the front of the 
car reaches the center of the 
intersection. Do not cut the 
corner.  Steering hand-over-
hand, turn the corner and 
finish in the first lane right of 
the center line.
Right Turn
After checking to the rear and 
signaling, move to within four 
feet of the right curb. Begin 
turning to the right as soon 
as your front wheels are even 
with the bend of the curb 
around the corner. Turning 
the steering wheel hand-over-
hand, move the car around the 
corner and into the lane next 
to the curb. Straighten out the 
wheels as you get around the 
corner.
One-way to one-way street One-way to one-way street 
 with more than one 
 turning lane























can	 turn	 in	 a	 very	 small	
area.	U-turns	are	not	legal	
in	 all	 places,	 so	 watch	






turn	 left	 quickly,	 ending	






































































NEVER leave children, elderly persons, dependent 

































































































	 •	 It	is	easy	to	get	lost	in	the	snow.	Leave	the	car	ONLY 










































































you,	or	has	 forgotten	 to	 turn	 the	signal	off	 from	a	
















































	 	 	 -	 people	or	bicyclists	near	the	road;
	 	 	 -	 a	 narrow	 bridge	 or	 other	 situation	 that	
causes			 	 reduced	lane	width;	or
	 	 	 -	 a	patch	of	ice,	pot	hole,	or	something	on	the		
	 	 road.
	 •	 Space to Return.	Do	 not	 pass	 unless	 you	 have	
enough	space	to	return	to	the	driving	lane.	Do	not	
count	upon	other	drivers	to	make	room	for	you.
Passing Procedure (Multi-lane Highways)
	 1.	 If	the	road	has	two	or	more	lanes	in	the	same	direction,	
you	should	not	have	to	face	oncoming	traffic.
	 2.	 Check	 for	 traffic	behind	you,	especially	 in	your	blind	
spots.	Signal	your	left	turn.	Move	into	the	left	lane.





Passing Procedure (Two-Lane Highways)
	 1.	 Check	traffic	ahead	and	behind,	
including	 your	 blind	 spot.	Move	
slightly	 left	 to	 see	 if	 there	 is	
any	 oncoming	 traffic.	REMEM-




	 	 	 BE READY TO PULL BACK 
INTO YOUR OWN LANE WITH-




ate	 around	 the	 vehicle	 you	are	
passing.	(In	accelerating	around	
the	vehicle	you	are	passing,	you	










Lane Markings Tell a Passing Tale
 Lane Lines: No     Solid and Broken  Double Yellow   
 passing either way   Yellow: Do not pass  Center Line:  
 over center yellow when solid line  No passing 
 lines. is in your lane.  in either
   lane. 


















Intersection Onto shoulder of road
Stopped school bus or a  Vehicle approaching
school bus when red or 
amber warning signal lights 














Do not pass on a hill (left), or 
on a curve (above).
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Whenever	there	is	a	lot	of	activity	along	the	side	of	the	
road,	 there	 is	 a	 good	 chance	 that	 someone	will	 cross	 or	
enter	the	road.	Therefore,	it	is	very	important	to	look	to	the	



















	 •	 Find	a	non-moving	object	 like	a	sign	or	 telephone	
pole	near	the	road	about	as	far	ahead	as	you	are	
looking.
	 •	 Start	 counting	 one-one-thousand,	 two-one-thou-
sand,	three-one-thousand,	etc.,	until	you	reach	the	
object.









As	 your	 speed	 increases,	 it	 is	most	 important	 to	 look	
farther	ahead.	



















































Scan to the left and right. Watch for changing conditions and 
be prepared for the unexpected.
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another,	merging	onto	a	 roadway	 from	an	entrance	 ramp,	
and	entering	the	roadway	from	the	curb	or	shoulder.	When	
changing	lanes,	you	should	do	the	things	listed	here.
	 •	 Look	 in	 your	 rearview	and	 side	mirrors.	Make	 sure	




























	 •	 Check	 for	 other	 road	users.	Remember	 there	are	
other	road	users	such	as	motorcycles,	bicycles,	and	
























	 •	 Place	your	 right	arm	on	 the	back	of	 the	seat	and	














Night	 driving	 creates	 its	 own	 special	 problems.	Head-

































Stopping	 or	 turning	 on	 loose	 gravel	 is	more	 difficult	
compared	 to	 pavement	 because	 tire	 traction	 is	 reduced.	
Skidding	can	occur	as	traction	is	lost.		A	“washboard”	effect	
can	occur	on	gravel	roads.		This	is	a	series	of	potholes	that	







that	drivers	use	 low	beam	headlights	 to	make	 the	vehicle	
more	visible	to	others.	
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Steep hills and curves















Some	 intersections	 on	 rural	 roads	 are	 not	 controlled	























extend	 through	wildlife	 habitats	 and	 close	 to	 farms	with	
livestock.	 	Be	aware	and	 look	for	animals	while	driving	on	
rural	roads,	especially	at	sunrise	and	sunset.	
















that	drivers	 let	other	 road	users	know	they	are	 there,	and	
what	they	plan	to	do.
Use Your Headlights
















Drivers	 coming	 toward	 you	may	have	 trouble	 seeing	
your	vehicle.	Your	headlights	will	help	them	see	you.
Use Your Horn
















































	 	 -	 Have	your	passengers	get	out	of	the	vehicle	
quickly	and	stand		safely	 off	 the	 roadway.	 	A	
rear-end	collision	could	prove	to	be	deadly.
	 	 -	 If	you	do	not	have	emergency	flares	or	other	
warning	devices,	stand	off	the	road,	where	you	
are	safe	from	traffic,	and	wave	traffic	around	




	 •	 Lift	 the	hood	and	tie	a	white	cloth	to	the	antenna,	
side	mirror	or	door	handle	to	signal	an	emergency.
Blind Spots
Drive	 your	 vehicle	 where	
others	 can	 see	 you.	 Do	 not	
drive	in	another	vehicle’s	blind	
spot.
	 •	 Try	 to	 avoid	 driving	 on	
either	 side	 and	 slightly	
to	 the	 rear	 of	 another	
vehicle.	 Either	 speed	
up	or	drop	back	so	the	






as	 quickly	 as	 you	 can.	
The	 longer	 you	 stay	
there,	 the	 longer	 you	















































more	 time	you	have	 to	 react	 to	 them.	This	space	 is	 like	a	
safety	cushion.	The	more	you	have,	the	safer	it	can	be.	The	



























see	 you,	 the	 possi-















































	 •	 When	driving	 behind	a	motorcycle,	 allow	at	 least	
a	two-second	following	distance.	This	provides	the	










*Source: AAA Iowa.	For more information on motorcycle operation, a sepa-
rate manual called “Iowa Motorcycle Operator Manual,” is available from any 
driver’s license station. It gives a more complete explanation of operating 




nized	form	of	transportation.	Under Iowa law, bicyclists and 
motorists must comply with the same rules of the road 
and be given the same rights. Sharing the road means 
sharing these rights and responsibilities.
Just	as	motor	vehicle	operators	have	different	levels	of	
skill,	you	will	find	bicycle	riders	with	varying	levels	of	skills.	
When	 you	 approach	 bicycle	 riders,assess	 the	 bicyclists’	
capabilities.	A	skillful	cyclist	 rides	predicitably	and	holds	a	
steady	line.

















bicyclist	 could	 be	 in	































When in doubt, yield to bicyclists!
Pedestrians
Even	 though	you	are	walking,	not	driving,	you	are	still	
subject	 to	 traffic	 laws.	You	have	the	same	responsibility	 to	
obey	traffic	laws	as	do	motorists.
Motorists	should	yield	
to	 you	 in	marked	 cross-
walks,	but	do	not	bet	your	
life	 on	 it!	Watch	 out	 for	
yourself.	 If	 you	 cross	 the	







If	 you	must	 walk	 where	 there	 is	 no	 sidewalk,	 walk	
on	 the	 left	 side	 of	 the	 street	 facing	 the	 oncoming	 traffic.	

















Iowa	 law	 says	 a	mo-
ped	 (motorized	 bicycle)	
is	 a	 “motor	 vehicle	 that	












An	 instruction	 permit	 does	 not	 license	 you	 to	 drive	 a	
moped.	 If	you	are	between	14	and	16	years	old,	you	can	




















Driver Responsibilities                                                     
Because	motorcycles,	mopeds	and	bicycles	have	nar-
rower	tires,	 they	can	get	caught	 in	cracks	easier.	Railroad	














When	you	merge	with	 traffic,	 be	 sure	 to	 signal	well	 in	

















Which Lane is Best
















Driving Safely in Traffic
Keep Pace With Traffic
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Follow These Steps for  









is	 to	 count	 one,	 one-thousand;	













Outside	 a	 business	 or	 resi-
dential	 district,	 trucks	 or	 towing	



































out	of	the	traffic	flow.	IF YOU STOP, BE SURE TO KEEP ALL 











			 •	 Don’t let your car idle unnecessarily.	Idling	more	
than	one	minute	uses	more	gas	than	it	takes	to	re-
start	the	engine.
		 	•	Don’t warm up your car for long periods.	Your	
engine	will	warm	up	faster	by	accelerating	gently	as	
soon	as	the	oil	pressure	is	up.
		 	•	Don’t rev up your motor before shutting off your 
engine.	That	only	dumps	gasoline	into	the	cylinder	
walls	and	washes	away	the	protective	oil	film.
			 •	 Don’t use your air conditioner as much.	You	lose	
about	9	percent	fuel	efficiency	with	it	running	and	up	
to	20	percent	during	stop-and-go	driving.








LEFT LANE RIGHT LANE
YIELD
YIELD









This diagram is an example only and does not represent all roundabout designs.
Truck apron:  
accommodates the rear 
wheels of long vehicles
Approaching vehicles 
must yield to pedestrians
in the crosswalk and to
traffic in the roundabout.
Never walk across the 
circulating lane(s) in a 















Truck apron:  
accommodates the rear 














must yield to pedestrians
in the crosswalk and to
traffic in the roundabout.






Never walk across the 
circulating lane(s) in a 
roundabout to the 
center island. 
Roundabouts











Roundabouts	 are	 generally	 safer	
than	 other	 intersections	 because	 they	
tend	to	reduce	head-on,	right	angle	and	
left-turning	traffic	crashes.	They	encour-





	    Approach:	Slow	down	to	the	posted	advisory	speed.	
Yield	to	pedestrians	in	the	crosswalk.	They	have	the	
right-of-way.		




	 3  Proceed:	Continue	through	the	roundabout	until	you	
reach	your	street.	Avoid	stopping	in	the	roundabout.	
	 4   Exit:	Signal,	 then	exit	 the	 roundabout	 to	 your	 right.	
Yield	to	pedestrians	in	the	crosswalk.		
  Pedestrians (see	diagram	below	left)
    Approach: At	the	pedestrian	crosswalk,	look	left.		





























Review Questions (Section 5) 
 T/F




















______	 9.	 Wet	 ice	at	 the	freezing	point	(32o	F)	 is	 twice	as	
slippery	as	hard	frozen	ice.	True/False
______	10.	 When	 traveling	 on	 snow	 and	 ice,	 you	 should	
























______	20.	 Moving	 slightly	 to	 the	 right	 and	 signaling	 early	




































































































































ous,	 the	penalties	are	 very	 tough.	People	who	drive	after	
drinking	risk	getting	heavy	fines,	higher	insurance	rates,	loss	
of	their	driver’s	licenses,	and	even	jail	sentences.
Why is Drinking and Driving So Dangerous?















causing	your	vision	to	lose	its	sharpness.	Your	night vision is 

























can	 get	 them:	 over-the-counter,	 prescription,	 and	 illegal.	
Reduce	the	chance	of	serious	side	effects	from	prescription	









All	 drugs	 produce	 two	 side	 effects.	They	 produce	 the	
effects	 desired,	 such	 as	 fighting	 illness	 or	 disease.	They	




































































It	 is	 also	 a	 good	 idea	 to	 keep	 the	 name	and	 number	 of	
emergency	source	for	your	medication	with	you	in	case	your	
regular	supply	is	not	available	when	you	need	it.














































	 •	 You	are	at	a	time	in	your	 life	when	there	is	added	
emotional	and	physical	stress.	Pressure	from	friends	


























































Beware of drug interactions.	Often	older	drivers	see	
different	medical	specialists	for	a	variety	of	medical	condi-
tions.	Each	of	 these	doctors	may	prescribe	drugs	 to	help	
























______	 2.	 Driving	when	 tired	 or	 fatigued	 can	 affect	 your	
decision-making	skills.	 True/False
______	 3.	 Hearing	problems	can	come	on	so	slowly	 that	
you	may	not	notice	it.	 True/False
______	 4.	 Alcohol	 slows	 your	 reflexes	and	 reaction	 time.	 	
True/False




______	 7.	 Although	 young	drivers	make	up	only	 22	 per-
cent	 of	 the	 licensed	drivers,	 they	 are	 involved	
in	 about	 40	 percent	 of	 all	 highway	 accidents.	 	 	
True/False 
______	 8.	 Failure	to	yield	right-of-way	is	one	of	the	major	
causes	 of	 accidents	 for	 older	 drivers.	 	True/
False
______	 9.	 If	 you	use	any	mechanical	 car	attachments	or	
artificial	limbs,	you	cannot	be	licensed	as	an	Iowa	
driver.		True/False


































































license.	 If	 you	are	12	 to	 17	 years	 old,	 you	must	 obtain	 a	
safety	certificate.	You	can	get	a	safety	certificate	by	passing	























































Trailer	 offtrack	makes	 turning	 and	backing	 up	 difficult.	



















back	 of	 your	 car.	 If	
you	move	the	back	of	
your	car	to	the	right,	
the	 trailer	will	 go	 to	
the	left.









is	 a	 difficult	 skill	 to	
master.
Usually	it	is	easier	






1. Travel straight ahead, passing the 
corner.
2. Start turning right when your 
front wheels pass the curbline. 
The straight ahead distance you’ll 
travel depends on the sharpness of 
the curve, the length and following 
characteristics of your trailer or 
towed vehicle, and the width of the 
street.





1. Keeping your vehicle straight, signal 
and creep into the intersection.
2. Watch for oncoming traffic and allow 
extra time to swing both your car and 
trailer around the curve. You’ll also 
need extra turning space to allow for 
trailer offtrack.
3. Finish in the correct lane.
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Backing a trailer is a tricky business. Proceed slowly with slight 
turning and straightening actions.
Passing
Your	 vehicle	 cannot	 accelerate	 quickly	when	pulling	 a	











































































Persons exempt from Class “D” 
(Chauffeur’s) license requirements are:
	 •	 military	 personnel	while	 on	 active	 duty	 and	while	
operating	military	vehicles;
	 •	 a	 farmer	 or	 farmer’s	 hired	 help	while	 operating	 a	
farm	truck,	other	than	a	truck-tractor,	controlled	by	
the	farmer	and	used	to	transport	the	farmer’s	own	
products	 or	 property	within	 150	 air	miles	 of	 that	
farm;














A	chauffeur’s	 license	costs	$16	 for	 two	years	and	$40	





























Maximum Size and Weight
. Weight
A	single	axle	of	a	vehicle	or	combination	of	vehicles	shall	
not	 exceed	20,000	pounds	gross	weight	 if	 equipped	with	
pneumatic	tires,	and	may	not	exceed	14,000	pounds	gross	
weight	if	equipped	with	solid	rubber	tires.

















Trailers	 or	 semitrailers	 operating	 in	 a	 double-bottom	


























high;	14	 feet	allowed	 for	 vehicles	used	exclusively	 for	 the	
transportation	of	vehicles.
Overdimensional Permits



























































Seat Belts (Required Use)



























































Rear:	 two	 reflectors	 --	 one	 at	 each	 side;	 two	 clearance	
lamps	--	one	at	each	side;	three	identification	lights;	
rear	lamp;	stop	light.
Truck-Tractor or Road Tractor









If the trailer or semitrailer you haul has a gross weight 







Rear:	 two	clearance	 lamps	 --	one	at	each	side;	one	 tail	
lamp;	one	stop	 light;	 two	reflectors	 --	one	at	each	
side.
Tractor/Trailer Combinations
These requirements apply to tractor/trailer combinations 
longer than 30 feet or wider than 80 inches and with a 
trailer gross weight greater than 3,000 pounds.
Front:	 cab wider than trailer:
	 two	clearance	lamps	--	one	at	each	side	of	the	cab;	
three	identification	lights.




























vehicles	when	 traveling	outside	of	 business	or	 residential	

































Avoid	 braking	 in	 a	 curve	
because	 this	 can	 cause	 you	
to	 skid	 out	 of	 control.	 Slow	
down	before	 you	 get	 into	 the	
curve.	 Accelerate	 after	 you	
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For further information call:
The Motor Vehicle Information Center
In Des Moines 515-244-8725
Toll Free 800-532-1121
To learn more about transportation in Iowa,






Federal and state laws prohibit employment and/or public accommodation discrimination on the 
basis of age, color, creed, disability, gender identity, national origin, pregnancy, race, religion, sex, 
sexual orientation or veteran’s status.  If you believe you have been discriminated against, please 
contact the Iowa Civil Rights Commission at 800-457-4416 or Iowa Department of Transportation’s 
a ffirmative  action  officer.  If you need accommodations because of a disability to access the 
Iowa Department of Transportation’s services, contact the agency’s  affirmative  action  officer at 
800-262-0003.
“Take a Stand For Your Land” 
Report littering and illegal dumping 
1-888-No Littr (665-4887) 
www.keepiowabeautiful.com 
Thanks for doing your part to help . . . 
It just makes sense.
